
From the desk of Larry Wicketts C.I.A.O. , Zion Township Assessor 
 
The Assessor’s office is responsible for valuing property to distribute the tax burden proportionately 
amongst the property owners in the township.  Our goal is to be uniform and have the assessments 
reflect the market value as of January 1st of the current tax year.  
  
In addition, we help facilitate exemptions, explain the assessment process and correct properties that 
present a factual error.  Lastly, we work hard on the property assessment appeal process.  For each 
appeal filed we review the appellants evidence and then submit our evidence to the Board of Review 
to either defend our assessment or suggest a reduction. In 2019 there were 490 appeals filed. 
 
2019 was our quadrennial reassessment year.  By state statute, every four years, we must inspect 
every parcel, and revalue the entire township.  The most notable change is all Board of Review 
decisions from the previous quadrennial year (2015) are removed.   
 
In 2019, we transitioned to a new computerized mass appraisal system.  We encourage you to review 
your property and confirm the characteristics of the property are correct, for example, the number of 
bathrooms and fireplaces or if you have central air.  
 http://www.tax.lakecountyil.gov/forms/htmlframe.aspx?mode=content/home.htm If you notice any 
errors or omissions, call the office at 847-872-5031.  We will then confirm and remedy the situation.   
 
Here is a list of homestead exemptions you may be entitled to: 
 
GENERAL HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION 
This exemption lowers the equalized assessed value of the property by $6,000 
 
To receive this exemption, you must: 

• Have lived on the property on or before January 1st of the tax year and it be your primary 
residence. 

• The Township Assessor’s office initiates this exemption. 
 

SENIOR HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION 
This exemption lowers the equalized assessed value of the property by $5,000. This exemption may 
be claimed in addition to the General Homestead Exemption. 
 
To qualify, applicants must: 

• Be 65 years of age or older 
• Own and live in the property as their principal residence 
 

 There is no annual renewal for this exemption. Applicants will need to provide proof of age (ex. 
driver's license, state ID), and proof of ownership (copy of the deed).  
 
If the property is held in trust, you will need to bring a copy of the deed to the property and proof of 
age when you apply. You will also need a copy of the trust agreement indicating the beneficiary and 
signature page. 
 
SENIOR CITIZEN’S ASSESSMENT FREEZE 
The Senior Freeze provides seniors with limited income protection against real estate tax increases 
due to rising property values. It is not a tax freeze or a tax reduction and does not protect against 
increased taxes due to tax rate increases. Because this exemption provides for a base year frozen 
assessment, it will potentially provide increased savings each year a senior is eligible. The base 

http://www.tax.lakecountyil.gov/forms/htmlframe.aspx?mode=content/home.htm


assessment used in the Senior Citizens Assessment Freeze Homestead Exemption initially equals 
the assessed value from the prior year tax calculation. In subsequent years, if the new assessed 
value is lower than their original base value, the new lower value becomes the new base amount.  
To qualify, applicants must: 

• Be 65 years of age or older 
• Own the property as their principal residence for the past two January 1 
• Have a total household income of $65,000 or less  
 
NOTE: This exemption must be renewed annually. 

 
Other exemptions available through the Chief County Assessment Office  include: 

• Disabled Veterans’ Standard Homestead Exemption 
• Disabled Veterans Exemption 
• Returning Veterans’ Homestead Exemption  
• Disabled Persons’ Homestead Exemption  

 
Deferral through Lake County Treasurer 

• Senior Citizens Tax Deferral Program  
http://www.lakecountyil.gov/511/Senior-Citizen-Tax-Deferral-Program  
 

All applications must be submitted online through the Smartfile E-Filing Portal.  You can receive 
assistance by phone or in person by calling or visiting the Chief County Assessment Office or the 
local township assessor’s office.  To start the application process: 

Go to the Chief County Assessment Office Smart E-Filing Portal at assessor.lakecountyil.gov 

Log in to your account, create a new account, or log in as a guest 

Click “Available Filings” and choose “EX – Homestead Exemption Form” if you are a first-time 
applicant, and "EX-Homestead Renewal" if you are applying to renew your exemption 

Click “Begin Filing” 

Enter the tax year, for example, 2020 (for renewals only), and your property PIN, and follow the 
instructions 

HOMESTEAD IMPROVEMENT EXEMPTION 
 This exemption defers for four years any increase in the assessment of your property due to an 
addition or other improvement to your home for which the Township Assessor would add value. 

• A maximum of $25,000 of assessed value may be deferred under this program. 
• The Township Assessor’s office initiates this exemption. 
 

The County Clerk calculates a tax rate for each fund used by each taxing district by dividing the tax 
levy for that fund by the district's total equalized assessed value that remains after deduction of 
homestead exemptions. 
 
Our tax rate in Zion Township is quite high.  Since the powerplant closed, we’ve lost a substantial 
amount of tax dollars.  We are lacking commercial and industrial value in comparison to the 
residential equalized assessed value.  This means the tax burden is heavily paid by the township 
residents.   
 

http://assessor.lakecountyil.gov/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.lakecountyil.gov/511/Senior-Citizen-Tax-Deferral-Program
https://lakecountyilpaefile.tylertech.com/lake_il_sf/
http://www.lakecountyil.gov/3266/Contact-Your-Assessor
https://lakecountyilpaefile.tylertech.com/lake_il_sf/
https://assessor.lakecountyil.gov/


 
 

 


